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Why I want to be a geologist 

I grew up in a village in Kenya and as everybody else in our community I would go 

fetch water in the nearby stream for our domestic use. If the stream dried up we would have 

to walk further to the main river, a total 7-kilometer journey carrying water in a 20-litre 

container strapped on the back. Every time I would go to the river with my friends my 

grandmother would remind me to be careful and keep my eyes open. I never quite understood 

why she would repeatedly tell me this but later I figured she afraid I would be 'stolen' 

meaning kidnapped and forced into early marriage as it had happened to some girls; this was 

a common custom at the time. I faced a lot of hardships going to fetch water everyday and 

most times I would walk facing the clear blue sky, in the mid day heat, quietly pleading with 

God to make it rain. 

Till today my community still has limited access to clean water among other basic 

needs. It is still a norm to have people walk long distances in search of the commodity. 

Moreover, it is considered a woman's job to fetch water, clean and cook so girls in my 

community are disadvantaged because they are mostly occupied with domestic chores. I only 

got lucky because my mother and father were teachers and so in a way I was privileged, and I 

knew better. While pursuing my undergraduate degree in math and chemistry, I learnt about 

geology when my friend convinced me to accompany her to their class field trip. I was so 

impressed and after the field trip, I confidently went to see the Dean College of science at the 

University of Nairobi and convinced him I wanted to change courses to geology, luckily he 

agreed. For the record, changing courses at the time was an impossible task; it was almost 

cast in stone after course registration nothing could be done. 

After my studies, I landed a job as a geophysicist responsible for exploring new 

drilling sites for geothermal wells. Through my contribution and that of the entire team we 

were able to recently commission additional 280 Mw putting Kenya on the map being the 




